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Dear Ladies to Alpha Omega,
Our October meeting was quite informative. Dr. Lola Taylor, Author, Professional
Speaker, and Educator, delivered a talk on her book, The Spirit King: A Parent’s Journey
with Her Autistic Son. Members present were given the opportunity to obtain an
autographed copy of her book. If you were unable to attend and would like to purchase
Dr. Taylor’s book, please email Susan.
The next meeting, which will be held on Wednesday, November 29th will be quite an
event! We will be celebrating the 70th Anniversary of our Alpha Omega Chapter! We
have a very active committee of members who have already sent out invitations to past
members, with RSVPs going to Nonnie Moore. We are hoping that many members will
attend this very special event. If you plan to attend, please feel free to wear a hat and
gloves to add to the festivities.

We again will be gifting the children at CALICO books and teddy bears this year at
Christmas. If you would like to donate toward the books and teddy bears, please email
Janie Dobbs. In addition, Janie is offering her talents to teach members how to make
blankets for the children and has scheduled a work session at her home. Again, please
email Janie if you are interested in participating in this wonderful project.
Please keep your calendar open for our very special 70th Anniversary Celebration this
month. It will be held Wednesday, November 29, 2017 at Chef’s China Bistro in Hayward.

Please RSVP via the link in the Rosette or email Nonnie Moore. Registration begins at
5:00 p.m.; Dinner is at 5:30 p.m., followed by our meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Looking forward to seeing you!
Susan

Alpha Omega Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma Meeting
October 24, 2017
Minutes
Present: Marilyn Baker-Madsen, Cynthia Ball, Karin Bercovitz, Peggy
Collett, Rosemary Coyne, Susan Fujii, Elisabeth Gieger, Donna
Goldenstein, Jennifer Gonsalves, Mary Ann Gonsalves, Linda Henika,
Susan Levy, Stephanie Magallon, Nonnie Moore, Norma Sakamoto, Nancy Wales, Rosella
Wick-Lesher, Virginia Williamson.
Guests: Dr. Lola Taylor, Stephanie Figula
Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by President Susan Fujii at 6:12pm.
Welcome Members and Guests. President Fujii extended a warm welcome to our guests, Dr. Lola
Taylor and Stephanie Figula, and to members of our Chapter and noted that reserve member Rosella
Wick-Lesher was able to join us tonight.
Approval of Minutes. Recording Secretary, Marilyn Baker-Madsen, called attention to the correction
of the title of Dr. Taylor’s book as it was printed in the Rosette, from Spirit Journey to The Spirit King.
Nancy Wales noted that a correction to the date of our meeting needed to be made from the 27th to
the 24th. It was moved by Nonnie Moore and seconded by Virginia Williams to accept the minutes as
corrected. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report. Co-Treasurer, Nonnie Moore referred to the Treasurer’s Report for October 2017
that was distributed at the beginning of the meeting. She noted that the ending balance did not

reflect the dues that will be sent at the end of the month. It was moved by Linda Henika and
seconded by Rosemary Coyne to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. The motion passed.
Correspondence. There was no correspondence received this month. It was moved by Jennifer
Gonsalves and seconded by Marilyn Baker-Madsen, that the Corresponding Secretary send a card to
Mary Kincaid, on receiving her resignation, thanking her for all her years of service to our Chapter.
The motion passed.
Old Business. It was noted by President Susan Fujii that our Chapter will by voting by email on Alpha
Omega Chapter Projects that were discussed at the September meeting and include: CALICO, Career
Online High School, Scholarships, DKG Emergency Fund and Supporting Early Career Educators.
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New Business.
● Presentation of New Budget. Co-Treasurer, Nonnie Moore, distributed and presented the
Draft Budget noting that we would be accepting it in principle. It was moved by Marilyn
Baker-Madsen and seconded by Jennifer Gonsalves to accept the draft budget. The motion
was passed by those present. An email will be sent to members not present inviting them to
vote on this issue.
● 70th Anniversary Reunion. Virginia William informed us that two meetings to plan this event
had been held and that letters went out to past members yesterday inviting them to the
event. Virginia distributed an Invitation to the event and a request for members to share
some notable events or memories you have as a member of Alpha Omega. She invited any
members who were interested to join the Planning Committee. Members were encouraged to
wear red to the next meeting when the anniversary event will be held on November 29th at
5pm at Chef’s Experience China Bistro.
● Honoring Working Teachers. Cynthia Ball, Jennifer Gonsalves and Stephanie Magallon were
honored for their continuing work in education.
● Area III Conference and Chapter Honoree. Virginia Williamson informed the group that the
Area III Conference was held on Saturday, October 21st and that our President, Susan Fujii was
honored. Susan received a warm round of applause for this honor from the members.
● Fleece Blankets for CALICO. Janie Dobbs bought fleece material that can be made into
blankets for the kids at CALICO. She will be having a workshop to teach blanket stitching to
those members who would like to help her prepare the blankets on the last Sunday in
November, the 26th.
Program. Dr. Lola Taylor was introduced. Dr. Taylor earned a doctorate in Educational Leadership.
She is an experienced educator whose work includes teaching, Literacy Coach, Project Assistant in the
State and Federal Department in a public school district. She currently supervises teacher candidates
at California State University East Bay as an Adjunct Professor. She is the author of the book, The
Spirit King: A Parent’s Journey with her Autistic Son. Dr. Taylor spoke about this book and her
amazing journey with her son Leonard, who is now 38 years old and living on his own with aides.

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned by President Susan Fujii at 7:02pm.
Next Meeting: November 29, 2017 Chef’s Experience China Bistro
Respectfully Submitted
Marilyn Baker-Madsen
Recording Secretary

NOVEMBER MEETING
Alpha Omega
70th Anniversary Celebration
You cannot miss this meeting! Please join us to celebrate 70 years!

China Bistro Wednesday, November 29th at 5:00.
Please click on the RSVP link below.
(It helps to right click on the link and then select “open link.”)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesRps3FsRGbJHbX7POJG8Dw7lrMe1aX5IhlZk
BN2yuHo6KWQ/viewform?usp=pp_url&entry.675389515&entry.2106126011&entry.5861599
13&entry.1340945749
If for some reason you are unable to open the link, please contact Nonnie Moore at
510-507-2944 or email nonniemoore303@gmail.com
IF YOU CAN, PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION BY November 23rd.
DO IT TODAY!
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Alpha Omega Treasurer’s Report
October 24, 2017
Nonnie Moore
To be updated in January once we have
identified our projects for the year.

Chapter Honoree
Alpha Omega is one of ten chapters who comprise Area III of DKG California. Each
October Area III holds a conference at Crow Canyon Country Club, where members
have a chance to hear interesting speakers, see friends from other chapters, “shop” the
raffle baskets and silent auction, and enjoy breakfast in a lovely setting. On alternating
years chapters also have an opportunity to recognize a chapter member who has
contributed significantly to her chapter. Chapter Honorees are introduced and
presented with a beautiful certificate at the conference. Included with the conference
program is an article about each honoree. This year we were proud to honor Susan Fujii
as Alpha Omega’s Chapter Honoree, and the following is the article about Susan that was
included in the conference program.
ALPHA OMEGA’S 2017 CHAPTER HONOREE - SUSAN FUJII
Susan Fujii came to teaching after a successful career in business. She was Legal
Secretary and Executive Secretary to the Senior Vice-President of the Federal Reserve
Bank of San Francisco for 13 years. For the next ten years she was Corporate
Secretary, Loan Officer and Assistant Vice-President at California National Bank in San
Francisco. She made a career change in 1995, beginning a second career in education
with Hayward Unified School District, where she taught elementary grades for 21
years, retiring in 2016.
As an educator, Susan was recognized by administration for her participation in
continuing education, being an active member of the Hayward Math Project, serving as a
facilitator to other educators, and offering after-school intervention classes to support
students in reading, language arts and math. While a facilitator with the Hayward Math
Project she was honored to provide a presentation to the School Board featuring a video
of Susan teaching a math lesson to her students, showcasing the concept of math cases
and student thinking.

Susan demonstrates her commitment to the community and to education through her
many projects. She taught Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes as the Church of
Epiphany Parish, San Francisco, for 13 years, receiving the Pope Pius X Award. She
worked with the AIDS Foundation, providing meals and transportation to patients in the
Hayward community. Throughout her 21 years of teaching Susan supported student
teachers with a focus on both elementary and special education. For the past three
years she has served as a Mentor Teacher in the Induction Program for New Teachers
of the Hayward Unified School District.
For our chapter, Susan served as Recording Secretary for two consecutive biennium.
She was Chapter Co-President for one year and is currently Chapter President for one
year. She supports our chapter in many ways, including bringing in three new members.
When time permits, Susan loves crocheting, knitting, sewing, drawing, and painting. Her
true passion is reading, which she considers an education as well. Throughout her
career, in the corporate and educational arenas, she has sought out new information…
professional development, college classes, and new experiences to enhance her own
learning and consequently impact the learning of others. She considers herself, as many
educators do, “a lifelong learner.”
Susan says of DKG, “Delta Kappa Gamma is a wonderful institution of women educators
who all share a focus in supporting new teachers and the community. Each year our
chapter increases its footprint, and many lives are changed as a result. Teaching is a
challenging career, and this is a group who recognizes the challenges and steps forward
to share their expertise and financial support to those actively in the field.”

2017 Area III Chapter Honorees with DKG California State President, Julie
Drysdale (far left)and Area III Director, Dr. Carol Boyd (far right).

Book Notes
By Marilyn Baker-Madsen

When we were traveling recently, Carl finished a book and passed it on to me thinking
I would like it. He was oh so right! Coffin Road, by Peter May, published in 2016, was
a fantastic read. The story is set on the Isle of Harris in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides
where a man washes ashore and discovers he has no idea of who he is or how he came
to the island. His journey to discovering his identity begins with the only clue he can
find – a map of the island showing a path called Coffin Road.
Another parallel story in the book is the investigation of Detective George Gunn into a
brutal murder that has taken place on the island at a remote lighthouse west of the
Outer Hebrides. We learn of another tragedy on the island a century early when three
lighthouse keepers disappeared and were never found or heard from again.
At the same time, an angry and rebellious teenager in Edinburgh is driven to find the
truth about her father’s death. Abandoned by her father, left with her mother and her
mother’s live-in boyfriend, Karen Fleming, cannot accept that her father committed
suicide. Plucky and resourceful she runs away from home and begins her own
investigation into her father’s death.
This book is an eco-thriller with expertly drawn characters and landscapes that
weaves multiple story threads into a fascinating, fast paced read which is the latest in
a long line of books by this author. How I’ve missed him all these years is a mystery to
me!
The book jacket tells us that Peter May is an internationally bestselling author who has
written several standalone novels and three series. He is one of Scotland’s most
prolific television dramatists with more than 1,000 credits over a decade and a half
spent as script writer and editor on prime-time British television. Before quitting TV
to concentrate on writing novels, he was the creator of three major series, two of
which were the highest rated in Scotland.
I had to read more and found Entry Island (copyright 2014) when we returned home
from our travels. The central character of the current story in this book, Detective
Sime Mackenzie (spiraling down into a depression punctuated by severe insomnia), is
sent from Montreal to investigate a murder on Entry Island, a remote island in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, 850 miles from the Canadian mainland. What everybody thinks is an
open and shut case goes sideways for Sime when he meets the prime suspect, the
victim’s wife. The minute she walks into the room to be interviewed by Sime, he has
the distinct impression that he knows her, though they have never met. Further
complicating matters at hand is the assignment of his ex-wife to the case among an

investigative crew whose teamwork leaves much to be desired as they are sequestered
on the island during the investigation.
Sime only sleeps a handful of minutes when he drops off from the exhaustion of his
insomnia, and when he does, he is troubled by dreams of a Scottish past in a different
century. Sime reaches out to his sister, who he has not been in communication with
for some time and discovers a family history, provided in stories by his grandmother
when he was a youth, to which he had been completely indifferent. Now he has
connected the dots between past and present and must resolve the conflicts between
his professional duty and his personal destiny. No wonder The Daily Express , calls
Peter May “A writer at the top of his game!”

Committee News
Dear Members,
We would like to highlight some of the wonderful work our committees do each month over the
course of the year. When your committee would like to post something in the newsletter, just
email Barbara Bishr or Janie Dobbs by the 10th of the month. We will be sure to publish your
news here.

You’re Invited …

Please join us for a
70th Anniversary Celebration
Alpha Omega Chapter of
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
1947 - 2017
Come and help us celebrate!
To commemorate this
milestone anniversary, we
have invited former Alpha Omega members
to join us for a reunion! We are also welcoming
other DKG members and guests to join us.
We’ll celebrate with a
program highlighting events in our history,
followed by Chef’s delicious
Chinese buffet dinner!
Wednesday, November 29, 2017
5:00 pm
Chef’s Experience China Bistro
22436 Foothill Blvd., Hayward, CA
Cost: $25
Please RSVP via the link in The Rosette, or to Nonnie Moore
nonniemoore303@gmail.com
(510) 507-2944

Pictures from October Meeting

Calendar for DKG Meetings 2017:
4th week of each month, alternating Wednesday and Tuesday:

Wednesday, Nov 29

70th Birthday Celebration Alpha Omega

Dec TBD

Calico party

Tuesday, Jan 23

Author #2

February

Virtual Meeting

Wednesday, March 28

Women's History

Tuesday. Apr 24

Installation

Early May

State Convention in Southern California

Wednesday, May 23

Books on B

We will invite Zeta Zeta to join us in Oct, Jan or March.

