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President’s Message   
Susan Fujii 

 
Dear Ladies of Alpha Omega, 
 

We had a wonderful program at our March meeting last month celebrating “Women’s History Month.” Our 
program was from the National Women’s History Alliance with the 2019 theme being “Visionary Women.” Virginia 
Williamson presented a PowerPoint as our members read aloud the biographies of eleven women who were 
honored this year as visionary women who are champions of peace and nonviolence. Members also participated in a 
quiz about women in history. 

 

Our speaker for the evening was Renee Rettig, the proprietor of the newly established Hayward bookstore, 
“Books on B.” Marilyn Baker-Madsen introduced Renee, who provided members with her experience of over 25 
years as Hayward’s beloved bookseller. Renee received a scholarship from the American Booksellers Association to 
attend the Winter Institute in 2018. She was recognized by the Hayward Chamber of Commerce this past January as 
the “Business Person of the Year.” Marilyn presented a certificate to Renee honoring her in observance of 
“Women’s History Month.” 
 

Please remember that our chapter will have our May meeting at “Books on B.” Please mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, May 22. 

 

At our April meeting we will give certificates to our Service to Chapter, Service to the Profession, and 
Service to the Community honorees. 

 

The DKG California Convention will be held on May 3-5, 2019 in Burlingame. Members may still register for 
this convention, and may attend any and all of the dates noted. 

 

The April meeting is on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, at the China Bistro. Our schedule will be Registration at 
5:00 p.m., Dinner at 5:30 p.m., Meeting at 6:30 p.m. and Presentation at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you! 
Susan Fujii 
President 

 



 

 
              Alpha Omega Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma  

                 Marilyn Baker-Madsen, Recording Secretary 

Present:  Marilyn Baker-Madsen, Karin Berkovitz, Barbara Bishr, Peggy Collett, Janie Dobbs, Susan Fujii, Elisabeth 
Gieger, Donna Goldenstein, Jennifer Gonsalves, Mary Ann Gonsalves, Bonnie Hansen, Linda Henika, Jeanne Lycett, 
Susan Levy,  Virginia Williamson 
 
Guests:  Helen Condos, Teresa McLean, Sabine Menette 
 
Guest of Honor & Guest Speaker:  Renee Rettig, Owner of Books on B 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Susan Fujii at 5:46 pm. 
 
Welcome Members and Guests:  President Susan Fujii welcomed members and guests.   
 
Approval of Minutes: It was moved by Bonnie Hansen and seconded by Virginia Williamson to approve the 
November 27, 2018 Minutes with the correction under Old Business, b. Scholarships to replace Linda Henika with 
Scholarship Committee.  The motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Co-Treasurer, Nonnie Moore, distributed and presented the Treasurer’s Report for March 
2019.  It was moved by Donna Goldenstein and seconded by Karin Bercovitz to accept the report.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Correspondence:  Bonnie Hansen read a thank you from the Penne Ferrell Fund acknowledging the donation made 
in Yvonne Thrower’s memory by the Alpha Omega Chapter.  

 
Old Business:  

a. Remembering Yvonne Thrower:  Barbara Bishr spoke about the ways in which Yvonne Thrower was a 
force for excellence in education over many years and in many roles in the Hayward Unified School District. 
Barbara shared that Yvonne’s care for her students extended to her adopting one of them as her daughter. 
 
b. Approval of DKG Convention Ad for Yvonne Thrower:  A copy of a draft ad memorializing Yvonne 
Thrower was distributed.  It was moved by Marilyn Baker-Madsen and seconded by Bonnie Hansen to allocate 
$25 for the cost of the ad.  The motion passed. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Meeting Minutes, continued: 
 

c. Scholarships:  Linda Henika reported on the deliberations of the Scholarship committee whose 
membership includes Marsha Riley, Donna Morris, Donna Goldenstein, Jeanne Lycette and herself.  The 
committee is proposing a change in the focus of scholarships to teachers in the classroom.  The committee 
will present protocol and a flyer that announces the scholarship by the September meeting.  Flyers would go 
out in October and awards will be made in the spring.  Linda noted that awards would always be a year 
behind and added this allows the committee the opportunity to know the amount available for the yearly 
scholarship fund. 
 

New Business: 
a. Penne Ferrell Grant Recipient:  Jennifer Gonsalves introduced Sabine Menette who received a Penne 
Ferrell grant.  Sabine is the sole French teacher at Hayward High School and a wonder woman of teaching 
who is dedicated to her many students. Two examples of this dedication are her accommodation of the 
overflow of students who want to take French by conducting multiple year studies in the same class period 
and the arrangement of a class field trip to Quebec over the Spring Break. 
b. Update on New Fundraiser: Alpha Omega will conduct a fundraiser on September 9, 2019 at Gianni’s 
Italian Bistro, 2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd.,  San Ramon.  Barbara Bishr and Jennifer Gonsalves are leading 
this endeavor.  Although Barbara will be traveling on that date, she will be taking the lead in collecting 
baskets for a silent auction.  She will purchase baskets for those members who need them to prepare a 
basket. In addition to the preparation of guest baskets, we will need volunteers to serve and a volunteer 
greeter.  Jennifer and her husband Paul will volunteer as servers.  Other members who volunteered as 
servers include Janie Dobbs, Bonnie Hansen and Nonnie Moore.  We will need at least two more members to 
volunteer as servers and another member to serve as a greeter.  Members who are not able to serve or greet 
can participate by dining and inviting guests to dine with them as well.  Reservations should be made a least 
a week in advance.  It was suggested that our Chapter flyer be made available so guests would understand 
what the Chapter does and how money is allocated for various scholarships and causes.  Those attending the 
event should be informed that money is earned for the Chapter through tips with 100% of the tip money 
going directly to the organization. 
c. DKG Convention:  Virginia Williamson distributed a flyer providing information about the California 
convention which will be held May 3 – 5, 2019 at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront.  The theme 
of the convention is “Celebrating Purposeful Progress.”  This location provides a perfect opportunity for 
members of our Chapter to participate.  A full list of programs to be offered at the Convention can be found in 
the February 2019 Connections Newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Meeting Minutes, continued: 
 
Program:  National Women’s History Alliance – 2019 Theme: Visionary Women: Champions of Peace and 
Nonviolence. 

 
Virginia Williamson, with the help of selected members reading biographies of 11 women who were 
honored this year as visionary women who are champions of Peace and nonviolence, presented a slide 
show that featured these women.  Members participated in quiz about women in history and the 
intellectual prowess of our Chapter was evident in 7 members of the 16 in attendance receiving a perfect 
score!  Members received a bookmark, pamphlet and the 2019 Women’s History 2019 Gazette. Virginia 
also highlighted the Rosie the Riveter Museum in Richmond as an excellent place to visit for a close up look 
at women’s roles during World War II.  A small gift bag filled with candies and decorated with the “We Can 
Do It!” Rosie the Riveter poster was the table favor for each member/guest. 
 
Marilyn Baker-Madsen introduced Renee Rettig, the proprietor of the newly established book store, Books 
on B.  For over 25 years Renee has been Hayward’s beloved bookseller.  And, for many of those years, she 
was “The Face” of The Book Shop.  Renee received a scholarship from the American Booksellers 
Association to attend the Winter Institute in 2018.  She was recognized and feted by the Hayward Chamber 
of Commerce this past January as the Business Person of the Year.  She has been invited by the American 
Booksellers Association to attend the Book Expo in New York in May, all expenses paid. 
 
Renee spoke about the influence teachers and school librarians have had in her life and she credits that 
influence as a major reason for her career choice.  She spoke about her love of literature and people and the 
great satisfaction she receives from being a bookseller.  The realization of her life-long dream, that of 
owning her own book store, has become a reality that she contributes to the support of the Hayward 
community. 
 
On behalf of the Alpha Omega Chapter of DKG, Marilyn presented a certificate to Renee Rettig honoring her 
in observance of Women’s History Month. 
 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm by President Susan Fujii. 
 
Next Meeting:   Our next Chapter Meeting is scheduled for April 30, 2019. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Baker-Madsen 
Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 



 

 

                                 April 30  
                                         MEETING  

 

We hope to see you at our next meeting.  
China Bistro  

22436 Foothill Blvd, Hayward 

Registration at 5:00. Dinner at 5:30. Meeting following. 

Please  click on the RSVP link below.  

 

 

Please click below to RSVP. 

https://goo.gl/forms/OHjpq2qrSe9o7KaO2 

 

(It helps to right click on the link and then select “open link.  

Or you can copy the link and paste it in your browser.) 

If for some reason you are unable to open the link, please contact Nonnie Moore at 510-507-2944 or email 
nonniemoore303@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/OHjpq2qrSe9o7KaO2
mailto:nonniemoore303@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
   

                      Treasurer’s Report 
     April 2019 

                                          By Nonnie Moore 
 

Beginning Balance  3-10-19   $3004.94 
   

Expenditures   
Total Expenditures 

  Ad for Convention Program   $   25.00 
  Edward Zhu- 20 dinners Chef’s Experience   $  504.85     
  Total Expenditures  $  529.85         

   
Receipts   
  Dues  13 members  $1246 
  Virtual for Scholarships      $   151 

  Dinners (18 + 2 guests)  $   450     

 

Total Receipts      $1847.00   
    

Ending Balance  4-5-19  $4322.09     
 

Years ago, Alpha Omega voted to designate February as Virtual Meeting Month. Members stay at home and send 
their checks for the dinner ($25) to the Treasurer to bolster our Scholarship Fund. Generally we collect around 
$700. If every member donates, we would collect almost $900. 
 

As of today we have collected $600. We still have $325.00 left to meet our goal of 100% participation! We thank all 
those who have contributed.  Some members  even included extra funds to cover our fundraisers and members who 
may not be able to donate. Extra kudos to you! 
 

The Scholarship Committee has exciting plans for this fund. Stay tuned! 
Don’t be left behind! Send your check for $25 to Nonnie Moore, 3309 Streamside Circle #303, Pleasanton, CA 
94588 today! 
Thanks so much!  
  
 

 
 
 



 

 
DUES DUE by JUNE 1st! 
In January I mentioned that DKG is changing dues collection to match our fiscal 
year- July 1- June 30th. We began collecting next year’s dues at the meeting on 
March 19. You still have April and May to pay at a meeting or through the mail (See 
address above!)  We will be happy to let you pay in installments and promise to 
keep track! Dues are $89 for Active Members and $49 for Reserve Members. 
 

  
Please help Susan and me to do the most painful part of our job! Don’t wait 
til the last minute.  Keep us posted about your intentions so we don’t have to 
nag you or spend chapter $ on mailing reminders! We’d rather our funds go 
to teachers and our designated non-profits! 
 
Thank you so much for helping us get through this ordeal! 
Nonnie and Susan 
 

 
 
    Best Wishes to our DKG Alpha Omega Birthday Gals!   
 
 

 

 

 
April  Birthdays  

 
                        18   -    Elizabeth Gieger   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Legislative Report  

 
                                  By Nancy Wales  

SMITHSONIAN WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM Delta Kappa Gamma has supported the effort to establish a 
Women’s History Museum for over  twenty years. Bills have finally been introduced to make this a reality 
and part of the Smithsonian Museums. 

EDUCATORS TAX DEDUCTION INCREASE 
The Educators Expense Deduction Modernization Act (H.R.878) would raise the expense which educators can 
annually deduct from income tax from $250 to $500, and the amount of the deduction would increase each year 
after 2019 based on cost of living. This latter point is significant; because, if passed, a new bill and revised law 
would not have to be considered by each future session of Congress. 

MEDICARE 
Medicare Negotiation and Competitive Licensing Act of 2019 (H.R.1046)(S.377) would direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to negotiate Medicare Part D prescription drug prices. The Stop Price Gouging Act 
(H.R.1093)(S.378) would levy an excise tax of 50-100% on each prescription drug manufacturer which has drugs 
which are subject to price spikes. This act provides details for its enforcement. 

NEW HEALTH CARE LEGISLATION 
A bill (HR1868) introduced last week would amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to improve affordability and 
reduce premium costs of health insurance for consumers.  
 
TEACHER LOAN FORGIVENESS 
The Preserving Teacher Loan Forgiveness for Military Spouses Act of 2019 (S.532, H.R.1226) would amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 to allow an individual to remain eligible to participate in the teacher loan forgiveness 
program under title IV of the Act when the teacher’s moves because the individual is the spouse of a member of the 
Armed Forces who is relocated during the school year because the individual’s military spouse is transferred. This 
would be covered by the Defense Dependents’ Education Act of 1978. 

EDUCATION CUTS IN PROPOSED BUDGET (alphabetically) 
 
21st Century Community Learning Centers   $1.2 billion 
Alaska Native Education  $ 36 million 
American History & Civics Education   $  4.8 million 
Arts in Education   $ 29 million 
Comprehensive Centers  $ 52 million 
Comprehensive Literacy Development Grants   $190 million  

 
 
 



 

EDUCATION CUTS IN PROPOSED BUDGET, continued 
 
Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants  $840 million 
Full-Service Community Schools  $ 17.5 million 
Fund For The Improvement of Postsecondary Education  $ 17.5 million 
Gaining Early Awareness & Readiness for Undergraduate Programs  $360 million 
Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need  $ 23 million 
Impact & Payments for Federal Property   $ 74.3 million 
Innovative Approaches to Literacy  $ 27 million 
International Education & Foreign Languages Studies Domestic Program $ 85.1 million 
International Education & Foreign Languages Studies Overseas Program  $   7.1 million 
Javits Gifted & Talented Education  $  12 million 
Native Hawaiian Education  $ 36.4 million 
Promise Neighborhoods  $ 78.3 million 
Ready to Learn Programming   $ 27.7 million 
Regional Educational Laboratories   $ 55.4 million 
Special Olympics Education Programs  $ 17.6 million* 
Statewide Family Engagement Centers   $ 10 million 
Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems  $ 32.3 million 
Strengthening Institutions  $ 99.9 million 
Student Support & Academic Enrichment Grants  $  1.2 billion 
Supported Employment State Grants  $ 22.5 million 
Supporting Effective Educator Development  $ 75 million 
Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants  $  2.1 billion 
Teacher Quality Partnership  $43.1 million 
 
Total  $6.7 billion 

*Largely due to pressure from the Senate Appropriations subcommittee during its questioning of Secretary DeVos 
the Special Olympics cut was eliminated. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Wales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

              Book Notes 
         Marilyn Baker-Madsen 

 
Once Upon a River, by Diane Setterfield, is a spellbinding story.  It is part folklore, science, magic and myth.  All the 
elements of a top-notch novel – romance, suspense, mystery and rich prose - are contained in this beautifully told 
story about three missing girls.  The setting is in times past at an old inn on the Thames that is known far and 
abroad for its storytellers, the most notable of them is the keeper of the inn.  On a dark winter evening, a wounded 
stranger comes to the inn carrying what appears to be a child-sized puppet that, upon inspection, is a dead child. 
The villagers begin to spin tales to explain the appearance of the strange man and the child he carried.  The village 
nurse is called to care for the stranger and to see to the dead child.  After tending to the injured man, the nurse 
looks in on the child who has been placed in the icy storage house outside the inn.  Under the nurse’s inspection, 
the seemly dead child regains life and the story begins in earnest, rushing along like the Thames and fraught with 
as much dark mystery as the undercurrents of the river.  This is storytelling at its best!  Renee Knight’s description 
of the book captures it perfectly, “Once Upon a River” succeeds in doing what you hope every book will do - -pull 
you in from the first page, hold you captive in the middle, then leave you satisfied and thoughtful at the end.  I loved 
it.” The author has published two other books that are very favorably reviewed, The Thirteenth Tale, a New York 
Times bestseller, and Bellman & Black. 
  
In the May 2017 Rosette, I offered the following review of John Lescroat’s book Fatal.   John Lescroart, a Northern 
California author, has long been a favorite of mine.  His stories feature Dismas Hardy, a former cop and prosecutor 
and co-owner of the Little Shamrock Bar in San Francisco, whose law cases present compelling stories in a long list 
of over twenty books, eighteen of which have been New York Times best sellers.  The author takes a departure from 
the world of this San Francisco lawyer with his latest, stand-alone novel, Fatal, released in January (2017). In this 
book, Lescroart explores the dark side of friendship and the staggering consequences of a single action.  When Kate 
confesses to her oldest friend that she is obsessing about a married man, Beth, as a San Francisco police detective 
who has seen the destructive repercussions of infidelity, is very alarmed.  As the story exposes the ruinous sway of 
romantic fixations, this novel illustrates how little any of us know about the motives of our closest companions.  For 
readers who are hesitant to take on a long-standing series, Fatal presents a great opportunity to discover this very 
talented writer. 
 
Imagine my delight when I began reading John Lescroart’s, The Rule of Law, to find the continuation of the story 
and unsolved mystery in Fatal as a sub-story in this gripping new novel in which Dismas Hardy is called to defend 
the least likely suspect of his career – his long time and trusted secretary, Phyllis.  Her out-of-character behavior 
and sudden and unannounced absences from work put all the members of the firm on high alert.  When Hardy 
learns that Phyllis’s convict brother has just been released and is living with her, his concern turns to alarm and he 
knows he must discover the reasons for her abnormal behavior. 
 

 
 
 



 

Book Notes, continued: 
 
When Phyllis is suddenly arrested at work for allegedly abetting the murder of a man who’d been smuggling 
women from El Salvador and Mexico, solving the mystery becomes more compelling for Dismas when he realizes 
the human trafficker was shot to death on the very same day that Phyllis first disappeared from work.  Hardy knows 
that he must figure out how all these disparate clues are related in order to save Phyllis from a life in prison. 
 
As Dismas and his team work to discover information about Phyllis, who is uncharacteristically closed mouthed, 
they are thwarted by Kate’s husband, who has just recently been elected as District Attorney, replacing a long-time 
ally of Hardy. As Hardy continues his investigation of the case against Phyllis, Beth and her partner begin the 
process of opening the cases of two murders whose resolutions by the court sit uneasily upon them.  As they 
conduct their respective cases, Dismas and Beth and her partner run into interference from the new District 
Attorney.  This book was a thrilling read, and I was especially gratified to have the mystery left hanging in Fatal 
resolved.  No wonder the Chicago Sun-Times called John Lescroart the “master of the legal thriller!” 

 
 

DKG Alpha Omega Highlights  
 

 

             Barbara Bishr spoke about the ways our Alpha Omega Chapter is honoring Yvonne Thrower’s memory. 
 
 

Marilyn Baker-Madsen presented a certificate to Renee Rettig
honoring her in observance of Women’s History Month. 

 
 

 

 
   
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Alpha Omega Chapter Calendar  
               2018 - 2019 

 

September 9  DKG Fundraiser @ Gianni’s Italian Bistro, 2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd 5-8:00 

September 17  Chapter Meeting at Chef’s Experience China Bistro 

October 27    Chapter Fundraiser -Dublin Savers, 7117 Regional St.,, Dublin from 1:00-2:00 

October 30   Chapter Meeting 

November 1  Penne Ferrell Fund Literacy Award 
Deadline for Submission 

November 27    Chapter Meeting 

December 1  Blanket Making Party at Janie’s 

December 1  Distinguished Career/Professional Service Award 
Deadline for Submission 

December 1  Distinguished Service to DKG California 
Deadline for Submission 

December 11    Tentative Holiday Party 

December 31  Scholarship Grants/Awards 
Deadline for Submission 

January 21  Chabot College – Martin Luther King, Jr. Event 

February   Chapter Virtual Meeting 

March 1  Chapter Service  Award  
Deadline for Submission 

Tuesday. March 19    Chapter Meeting 

Tuesday, April 30    Chapter Meeting 

May 3-5  California Convention in Burlingame 

Tuesday, May 22 updated  Chapter Meeting at Books on B 

Thursday, August 15  Hayward Third Thursday Street Party 

 

 
 
 


