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President’s Message:

Susan Fujii

Dear Ladies of Alpha Omega,
Our March meeting was quite special. In celebration of Women’s History Month, we honored
Judy Harrison, Hayward Library Commissioner, President of Friends of the Library, and founding
member of the Hayward Education Foundation. Judy, along with Dave Krug, Past Coordinator
of Library Services for the Hayward Unified School District, presented an informative history
leading up to the culmination of a years-long dream, the construction of the new library which
is scheduled to open this summer. A big “thank you” to Marilyn Baker-Madsen for arranging
this program for our mem
Our April meeting was originally scheduled to be an installation ceremony for new members. At
this time, we do not have new members to install. So it was decided that the April meeting
would be devoted to a “working session” among our members to identify areas of focus for the
upcoming biennium. Ideas to be exchanged will include how to expand our current
membership, as well as fundraising and income-producing activities for our chapter.
Please keep your calendar open for the next meeting on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at the China
Bistro. Registration is at 5:00 p.m., Dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by our meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Looking forward to seeing you!
Susan

Alpha Omega Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma Meeting/March 28, 2018/Minutes

Present: Marilyn Baker-Madsen, Karin Bercovitz, Rosemary Coyne, Janie Dobbs, Susan Fujii,
Elisabeth Gieger, Jennifer Gonsalves, Bonnie Hansen, Linda Henika, Susan Levy, Jeanne Lycett,
Nonnie Moore, Virginia Williamson

Guests: Carl Baker-Madsen, Miriam Beckham, Helene Carr, Julie Caruso, Judy Harrison,
Dave Krug, Muriel Sampson, Joanne Schwertsharf
President Susan Fujii welcomed members and guests and guests were introduced. Guests were
invited to begin the buffet and all enjoyed dinner. Following dinner, our Chapter, celebrating
Women’s History Month, honored Judy Harrison. Dave Krug provided a song about Judy that
accompanied a slide show about Judy and her many accomplishments. We celebrated Judy for
her tireless efforts in support of fundraising and public awareness that resulted in the
construction of Hayward’s 21 Century Library; her support of the Hayward Public Library
serving and chairing the Library Commission and serving on the Friends of the Library Board as
President; her work in the California School Library Association and her advocacy for school
libraries; her long standing involvement in the AAUW Program, Tech Trek, that sends 8 grade
girls to one week summer camps at local colleges and universities for intense STEM classes
taught by women experts in the field; and for her dedicated public service and her selfless and
unwavering dedication to schools and libraries in Hayward and to educational opportunities for
children and their families in the Hayward community.
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Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Susan Fujii at 6:40pm.
Approval of Minutes: It was moved by Jeanne Lycett and seconded by Rosemary Coyne to
accept the January minutes as presented. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Co-Treasurer, Nonnie Moore, presented the March 2018 report and
noted that the balance would support two scholarships; however, monies remaining to be
carried over into the next meeting year would be less than the amount carried forward this
year. It was moved by Bonnie Hansen and seconded by Linda Henika to accept the Treasurer’s
Report. The motion passed. Linda Henika reported from the Scholarship Committee and their
review of two worthy applicants. It was moved by Marilyn Baker-Madsen and seconded by
Rosemary Coyne to fund both $1,000 scholarships. The motion passed.
Correspondence: Corresponding Secretary, Karin Bercovitz, shared correspondence from
two of our reserve members, Gloria Gaylord and Ardell Ward. Rosemary Coyne reported on the
visit she and Nancy Wales made to member Jean Groth who now lives in Hawaii.
Old Business: There were no outstanding items of old business.
New Business: Janie Dobbs referred members to the draft brochure she has created for our
Chapter. Members gave feedback about the wording and pictures in the brochure. Janie also
gave an online tour of the website she is creating for our Chapter. Janie also mentioned that she
will be creating a Facebook page for us as well. Members thanked Janie for her excellent work
in making things that we have been discussing a real. President Susan Fujii lead a discussion
focused on where our Chapter will go from here. Our membership is declining, as is the
attendance at meetings. She directed the group’s attention to a Questionnaire she designed to
provide feedback about meeting dates and times. It was noted that the cost of membership –
paying for dues and dinners might be too difficult for some. It was suggested that meetings
might occur on weekends and that we might consider a meeting with no food. Another
suggestion was to make the meetings “light and happy.” It was noted that the ice breakers that
Monica Rock employed when she was President would be a good addition to the beginning of
our meetings. It was also suggested that we might host Meet and Greets at local schools at the
end of the school day or at a brunch to speak with prospective members about our
organization. Another idea was to highlight a member each meeting so we can learn more about
each of our dynamic members. The new brochures will be a good tool for educating prospective
members about our Chapter. It was suggested that a package of Post-Its might be included with

the brochure. We will bring these ideas and more to our April meeting as well as finalize a slate
of candidates for the next two years.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm.
Next Meeting: The April meeting on Tuesday the 24th will be at Chef’s Experience China
Bistro, 5pm Registration, 5:30 Dinner, followed by a business meeting. Our meeting on May
23rd will be held at the new book shop, Books on B.
Respectfully Submitted
Marilyn Baker-Madsen
Recording Secretary

APRIL 24th MEETING
China Bistro
Registration at 5:00. Dinner at 5:30. Meeting following.
Please click on the RSVP link below.
(It helps to right click on the link and then select “open link.”)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaRdOnY9jW9qxbTUruOyBYmqJu7kQ07NQbj57S1l9RcUZpw/viewform?usp=pp_url&entry.559352220&entry.1905673413
&entry.1048007726&entry.1418471699
If for some reason you are unable to open the link, please contact Nonnie Moore at 510507-2944 or email nonniemoore303@gmail.com
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Alpha Omega Treasurer’s Report
April 2018
Beginning Balance 3/10/18

$2885.73

Expenditures
Check 1140

China Bistro

Total Expenditures

$507.05
$507.05

Receipts
Dinners

(March)

Virtual#3

150.00

Total Receipts
Ending Balance

$425.00

$575.00
4/10/18

Note:
Collected for Virtual = $892.00
Respectfully submitted,
Nonnie Moore

$2953.68

Legislative Report
Delta Kappa Gamma

Book Notes
By Marilyn Baker-Madsen

Bless Renee Rettig of Books on B book store for providing me with Advanced Reader
copies of forthcoming books. The latest copy, The Bar Harbor Retirement Home for
Famous Writers (and Their Muses), is a compelling story within a story set in Bar Harbor,
Maine spanning 1999 to 2014 and Patterson, New Jersey from 1953 to 1959. The
characters in each story are wonderfully drawn enabling the reader to intimately
understand their strengths and foibles. Alfonse Carducci, a literary giant, is the last of a
group of the publishing world’s elderly greats who come to the Home to live out the
reminder of their lives. Cecibel Bringer, an orderly living quietly at the Home, finds it a
safe haven in which to hide her face that has been destroyed in a terrible accident. When
Cecibel meets her favorite writer, Alfonse Carducci, she succumbs to his charms. And,
Alfonse finds a muse in Cecibel that unlocks his writer’s block and restores his passion. As
Alfonse writes his story he is helped as chapters in the book are taken up by other
residents as Cecibel delivers the document between the collaborating writers. Through
her association with the authors and editor of the story, Cecibel begins to open to the
possibilities of love and forgiveness. “As the edges between story and reality blur, a world
within a world is created. It’s a place where the old are made young, the damaged are

made whole and anything is possible!” This charming book, written by Terri-Lynne DeFino,
will be released in June of 2018 in a trade paperback edition. This whimsical and moving
novel proves a most satisfying read!
#1 New York Times bestselling Author, Brad Meltzer, is a master of the thriller. His
latest book, The Escape Artist, is his best according to Harlan Coben. David Baldacci calls
it “one of the best thriller rides ever,” and Lisa Scottoline says, “This is Meltzer in peak
form.” The mystery of finding out who is Nola Brown falls to Jim “Zig” Zigarowski who
works in the mortuary at Dover Air Force Base with others of his profession putting fallen
soldiers and government officials on top-secret missions to rest. Zig gets the body of a
woman from a plane that mysteriously crashes as it leaves a secret military base in Alaska.
The body is identified as that of Sergeant Nola Brown and Zig is determined to
reconstruct the badly burned and broken body of his daughter’s childhood friend, who
saved her life. Imagine his initial shock and growing curiosity when he discovers that the
body cannot belong to Nola Brown and there ensues a story with turns and twists, mounting
tension and life or death stakes as Zig searches for and eventually finds Nola. He also
discovers that Nola has an enemy that will do whatever it takes to keep her quiet as he
and Nola try to uncover a mysterious secret at the highest level of power in the
country. This story was a gripping read; however, it is not a read for the faint of heart as
it graphically portrays human injuries and violence and mankind’s inhumanity in very
visceral and detailed accounts. If you do take up this book, be sure to strap yourself in
for the ride of your life!

Calendar for DKG Alpha Omega Meetings 2018:

4th week of each month, alternating Wednesday and Tuesday:

Tuesday. Apr 24

Work session

May 4-6

State Convention in Irvine, California

Wednesday, May 23

Books on B

Look What’s New

DKG Alpha Omega is on Facebook. If you haven’t already, please visit and Like Us.
https://m.facebook.com/DKGAlphaOmegaArea3/

Alpha Omega has a website and it is up and running. Please check it out. We have
important information there, pictures and even our newsletters can now be found on our
site. If you have any suggestions, please let Janie know. Save the site as your favorite so it is
always at your fingertips.
https://dkgalphaomegaarea3.weebly.com/

The Alpha Omega brochure is next!

Highlights From Our
March 28th Meeting

Judy Harrison Speaking to Alpha
Omega

University

Headlines the Week Before Judy’s Birth.

Judy’s Graduation Picture from San Jose State

Picture of Hayward’s
New Library in
Progress

